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Amalaya Malbec is an exquisite representation of the unique weather and soil conditions in Argentina’s Northern Calchaqui Valley that also honors the heritage of the native Calchaqui Indians.

The Calchaqui Valley sits in the northwestern region of Argentina in the eastern foothills of the Andes mountain range at an altitude between 5,400 and 5,600 feet above sea level. The high altitude provides a unique growing climate for the sustainably-farmed vineyard, providing intense sun in the day and cool nights that help better retain the acidity and concentrated fruit characteristics of the grapes. The elements help produce an approachable wine that is deep red, with purple tinges offering red fruit aromas of cherries and raspberries with a subtle hint of vanilla. On the palate, ripe fruit flavors mix with pronounced spice, balanced by mild, round tannins, which yield on a long, persistent finish.
The name Amalaya is rooted in the beliefs of the Calchaqui Indians to keep the gods of nature happy and to strive for an equilibrium of forces to assure sustainability over time. The most worshiped goddess is “Pachamama,” or “Mother Earth,” who presides over planting and harvesting. The Calchaqui Indians created many rituals and ceremonies to please Pachamama, and would ask the goddess for a miracle. This “hope for a miracle” is called “Amalaya” in the popular indigenous language and is symbolized by the holistic circle. To respect Pachamama, the winemakers of Viñedos Amalaya de Cafayate treat all their vineyards sustainably.

Amalaya is a part of Hess Family Estates and is produced by the same winemakers who make the wines at Bodega Colomé. Hess Collection founder Donald Hess was traveling in Argentina in 1997 and discovered the Calchaqui Valley and came away impressed with its powerful Malbec wines. Malbec is the grape grown most predominantly in Argentina because a wealth of sun and heat are needed to bring the thin-skinned grape to maturity. Well-versed with growing grapes on Napa Valley’s Mount Veeder for its Hess Collection wines, Hess sought to produce wine from the more challenging Calchaqui Valley, knowing that grapes grown at higher elevations produce wines that are more intense, with a darker color than those grown at lower altitudes.
Amalaya is Malbec-based and blended with small amounts of Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah and Tannat. The 2007 Amalaya received 91 points and was rated a “Best Buy” by The Wine Spectator, while the 2006 Amalaya received 90 points from The Wine Spectator. 

The “new” Amalaya brand is positioned as an easily accessible Malbec wine with an outstanding quality-to-price ratio of $17 retail. Amalaya is imported by The Hess Collection Winery and is available for distribution on- and off-premise with emphasis on wine-by-the-glass in the U.S. and Canada. 
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